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ACRL 2015
Stephanie Michel

Experience Portland
Explore the Rose City’s arts, culture, and sports
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classics. During the ACRL conference, Artists
Repertory Theatre will be offering a Portland premier of The Invisible Hand by Ayad
Akhtar, a 2013 Pulitzer Prize-winning play
about a kidnapped American futures trader
in Pakistan who bargains for his life.
• Portland’5 Centers for the Arts (1111
SW Broadway, www.portland5.com/).
Portland’5 Centers for the Arts includes five
venues around downtown Portland that
collectively offer more than 1,000 music,
theater, dance, and lecture performances each
year. Check the website
closer to the time of the
conference to see what
events may be offered.

recommended, since parking can be limited.
• Portland Saturday Market (2 SW Naito
Parkway, www.portlandsaturdaymarket.
com/). Every Saturday and Sunday from
March until Christmas Eve, several blocks
in Old Town and along the waterfront are
transformed into a vibrant outdoor market
selling arts and crafts from Pacific Northwest
artisans. The selection ranges from the funky
to the fine art; there’s something for everyone.
Street musicians and performers add to the
festive atmosphere.

Gardens
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• Last Thursday on Alberswim leisurely around the large pond, or visit
ta (NE Alberta between NE 15th –
the teahouse (Tower of Cosmic Reflections)
30th, www.lastthursdayonalberta.
for a variety of Chinese teas and light snacks.
com/). An evening street fair of artists,
performers, musicians, and outstanding
people-watching opportunities occurs on the
Washington Park
last Thursday of every month in the Alberta
One of the oldest parks in Portland, WashArts neighborhood. Public transportation is
ington Park includes 400 acres of gardens
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pair in the 1960s, but has been fully restored
to its former glory and is open to those who
desire a glimpse into Portland’s past.
• Portland Japanese Garden
(611 SW Kingston Avenue, http://
japanesegarden.com). Emphasizing the
connection between visitors and the environment, the Portland Japanese Garden offers
five distinct styles of Japanese gardens. The
garden is beautiful in all seasons. In March,
you may see cherry blossoms or other early
blooming shrubs, such as azaleas or camellias.
• World Forestry Center Discovery
Museum (4033 SW Canyon Road, www.
worldforestry.org/). Explore the importance of forests and trees in our lives through
a birds-eye view of the forest, a virtual trip
to forests around the world, or a ride to the
top of the forest canopy.

Sports
Portland hosts three professional sports teams
playing basketball and soccer. At the time of
writing, the 2015 schedules were not available, so check back to see if any events will
take place during the ACRL conference.
• Portland Timbers (www.timbers.
com/). Join the rowdy and enthusiastic

Timbers Army to cheer on the home men’s
soccer team, if you can get a ticket. Every
home game since the team’s first match in
March 2011 has sold out. Games are held at
Providence Park (1844 SW Morrison).
• Portland Thorns (www.timbers.
com/thornsfc/). Established in 2012, Portland’s women’s professional soccer team has
a strong following. Like the Portland Timbers,
the Thorns play at Providence Park (1844
SW Morrison).
• Portland Trail Blazers (www.nba.com/
blazers/). Portland’s men’s professional basketball team plays in the Moda Center, located
in the Rose Quarter (an easy walk from the
convention center).
• Rose City Rollers (www.rosecityrollers.com/). More than 400 smart, tough,
athletic women compete on multiple teams
within this all-female flat track roller derby
league. Most events take place at The Hangar at Oaks Amusement Park (7805 SE Oaks
Park Way).
This is just a sampling of the performances, museums, gardens, and sporting events
offered across the Portland area. Many opportunities await you during your upcoming
visit to Portland.

(“Information literacy...” cont. from page 491)
with the rapidly changing information literacy
skills needed by today’s students.
Finally, the Experiences with Information Literacy module is the product of a true
interdisciplinary, multi-institution collaboration. The module would not exist without
the input and expertise of members of the
NSSE/Information Literacy Working Group
and NSSE staff. Additionally, the comments
and suggestions of many librarians and
institutional researchers helped shaped the
module. I thank everyone for their assistance
in creating the module.
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